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‘Marriage,’ Terry Maynard will say when he’s feeling
expansive, ‘is a sacred institution. I ought to know. I’ve been
married twice, once back in 1905, and again in 1967. That
kind of time interval gives a man perspective for a fair judg-
ment.’

And having said that, he looks blandly over at his wife
Joan. She sighed on this particular evening, lit a cigarette,
leaned back, and murmured, ‘Terry, you mad daredevil, you.
Again?’

She sipped at her cocktail, looked with guileless blue eyes
at the visitors, and said, ‘Terry is going to tell you the story of
our romance. If you’ve heard it before, you’ll find sandwiches
and things in the dining room.’

Two men and a woman got up and walked out. Terry
called after them: ‘People laughed at the atomic bomb — till
it dropped on them. One of these days, somebody is going to
find out I’m not just romancing. That what I say happened
did happen and that it could happen to them. When I think
of the deadly potentialities, the atomic bomb will look like a
sputtering candle.’

One of the men in the group that had remained said in a
puzzled tone, ‘I don’t get that. What can your being married in
1905 as well as now have to do with the A-bomb — entirely
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— BpaK, — DpasoTKpoBeHHHMUancsa Toppu Mboii-
HapJZ, — 4YTO HHU TOBOpHTE, AeN0 cBiroe. TyT s cobaky
cwen. [lepBeiit pa3 g xxenuncs B 1905 rony. Ilorom emé —
B IIECTHJECAT CEIbMOM. 3a CTOJIBKO JIET, HaBepHsKa I10¥-
MELIb, YTO K YEMY.

IMocie 3TUX €110B OH OOpATMII TTOJIHBIM HEKHOCTH B30p Ha
CBOIO cynpyry. J»oaH, rry0OKOMBICIEHHO B3JOXHYJIa, 3aKy-
PHB, OTKHMHYJIaCh Ha CIIMHKY Kpeciia ¥ yJiblOHynack: — Tap-
pH, crapblii NeHEK, Thl CHOBa? — M, NMPUT'yOUB NbSHAIIETO
HeKTapy, ojlapuiia cCoOpaBIINXCS HEBUHHOM CHHEBOM Iiia3.—
Ceituac My MoBeJaeT MCTOPUIO Haulero pomana. Tex, KTo
C HeW 3HaKOM, NpHUTJamam B CTOJOBYIO. [lo3HakoMHUTBCS
C KyJIHHApPHBIM UCKYCCTBOM XO3SIHKH.

DddexrHas OGroHIUHKA € MApoil e€ MOKIOHHUKOB IO-
KUJaloT KoMHaty. Tappu HamblmeHHO Opocwn: — Jloau
XUXHMKAJIM HaJ| aTOMHOH OOMOOH, 1MoKa Ta HE CBAIWIIACh UM
Ha rojoBy. OmHaXIbl 1O KOE-KOro JOHIET HE TOJNBKO CyTh
CIIyYMBIIErOCsl, HO M TO, YTO 3TO MOJXET JIETKO IPOU30HTH ¢
KaxapiM. Koraa s 1ymMar0 O BO3MOXKHBIX MOCIEACTBHSAX, TO
aToMHasi 6oM0a KaKeTcsi He CTpalliHel OeHIrajIbCKOro OTHSL.

KTt0-TO U3 ocTaBmIMXCS HEAOYMEBAIOIIE TPOU3HEC!

— Uro-TO MHE HE COBCEM OUYEBH/HA CBS3b MEXIY JABY-
Msi OpavyHBIMU COIO3aMH U aTOMHOU OomOoii. Hy pa3ee uto
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aside from the annoyance your charming wife may feel at not
being able to sink those long fingernails of hers into the fair
skin of her ancient rival?’

‘Sir,” said Terry, ‘you are speaking of my first wife — may
she rest in peace.’

‘She never will,” said Joan Maynard. ‘Not if I can
help it.’

But she settled herself comfortably. ‘Go on, Terry, dar-
ling,” she said cozily.

‘When I was ten years old,” began her husband, ‘I used
to be fascinated by the old grandfather clock in the hall —
you can all look at it on your way out. One day, I opened
the door at the bottom, and I was playing with the pendulum
when I saw it was marked with numbers. They started near
the top of the long bar, and the first number was 1840, and
they went right down to the bottom, and the last number was
1970. That was in 1950, and I remember being surprised that
the little indicator on the crystalline weight pointed exactly
at 1950. I thought I had made a great discovery about how
clocks worked. After I got over my excitement, I began, of
course, to fool around with the weight, and I recall sliding it
up to 1891.

‘At that moment, I had a dizzy spell. I let go of the weight
and sagged to the floor, feeling quite ill. When I looked up,
there was a strange woman, and everything around me looked
different. You understand, it was only a matter of furniture
and rug arrangement. This house has been in our family for
well over a hundred years.

Ballla 04apoBaTelbHAs CYNPYra UCIBITHIBAET OrOPYEHHE, YTO
HE MOXXET BIUTHCSI CBOMMH M3SIIIHBIMH KOTOTKaMH B JIUIIO
Jan€éKou COMEpHUILIBI.

— Coap, — Tparuuecku m3pE€k MbpitHapa, — ocTaBUM
MOIO TIEPBYIO )KEHY B ITOKOE.

— Kotoporo eit Hukorga He BuAaTh, — OOpPOHU-
nma JlxoaH, — eciam Ha TO momwio. — M ycTpowBHINCH

noyno0OHeit, nackoo nobasuna: — [ponosmwkaid, Tappu, Mu-
JIBIN.

— Jler B mecaTh, — MOBEN XO34UH JOMa, — MEHS 3a-
UHTEPECOBAIM CTapble JeJoBcKUe yackl. OHU U ceifyac Tu-
KaloT B 3ale, B 4éM JIeTKO yOequThcs. B onHO mpekpacHoe
YIPO sI OTKPBUI CTEKISHHYIO IBEPLY M CTald 3a0aBIsAThCS
MasTHHKOM, IIOKa HE 3aMeTHJ] Ha €ro Hoxke uuciaa. OHH
IIIM OT CaMOIo Bepxa, HauuHasAch ¢ 1840, ¥ 3aKkaHUMBAIUCD
BHU3Yy Ha 1970. IloMHI0, yIUBUIIO, YTO KpacHasl CTPEIOYKa
Ha CKOJb3sLIEH 10 CTEP KHIO MasTHUKA IIPO3PauHOIl TUpbKe
ykaspiBaja TouHo Ha 1950. Ha nBope cTosun natupecsTsli
roa. MHe BO30MHMIIOCH, UTO CHEIAHO OTKPLITUE — IIOCTHUI-
HYT CEKpeT paboTbl 4acoB. A KOI/la BOJHEHHUE YJEIJIOCh,
s BO300OHOBUII Urpy. B mamsaTu ocTanock, 4To HOAHSI TUpPb-
Ky 1o 1891.

M B 5TOT caMmblii MOMEHT s COBEPLIEHHO HEOXUIAHHO
OIIYTHJI IPUCTYII TOJTOBOKpYxeHus. OTIycTHB 3a0aBy, s 6e3
CO3HAHUs XJIOMHYJICS Ha MOJN. A KOrJa OTKpbLI I71a3a, TO YBU-
JielT He3HaKOMYIO JKeHIUHY. Jla u cama oGcTaHOBKa IOKa3a-
Jack B HEKOTOPOH CTENeHW WHOU. Sl mMero B BUIy MeOelb,
KOBpBIL. B 9TOM 7j0Me Harma cembst )KUBET JOOPBIX CTO JIET.
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